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The Tomb of Jesus, the James Ossuary, and the Shroud of Turin—the troubled legacy of biblical archaeology has been revived in recent years as pseudo-archaeologists and forgeries resurrect the notion that archaeology is an arbiter of faith.   While sensational claims about the New Testament have filled headlines of late, less spectacular but more serious and interesting archaeological work in Galilee has significantly advanced our understanding of Jesus’ first century Jewish and peasant world.  This slide-illustrated lecture will look at homes excavated across Galilee—especially those found at Sepphoris and Capernaum—to sketch the extent of the region’s Romanization and urbanization, as well as examine evidence for the Jewish identity of its inhabitants.  And while the lecture will not look at any single artifact connected to Jesus or even only those sites mentioned in the New Testament, it will provide important evidence for the broader social, religious, economic, and political context in which Jesus and his first followers must be understood.  
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