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The Reunion of Body and Soul 
 

Dr. Lanny Bell 
Brown University 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 
 
Co-sponsors: The Salem Society of the Archaeological Institute of America and the Center for Ancient 
Studies and Archaeology. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legacies of Stone:  
African Stone Sculptures 
 
Bill Dewey 
Associate Professor of Art History 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
Thursday, April 22, 2010 
 
Co-sponsors: The Hallie Ford Museum of Art,  
The Center for Ancient Studies and Archaeology, and the  
Salem Society of the Archaeological Institute of America. 

 
 
 
Westar Institute and Polebridge Press 
 
Another related and very significant research-related initiative of CASA is our new, and 
official, affiliation with the Westar Institute (http://www.westarinstitute.org/) and 
Polebridge Press (http://www.jesusseminar.org/Polebridge/polebridge.html), both of which 
moved to Willamette University from Santa Rosa, California, this past July (2009). The 
move was coordinated by Lane McGaughy, Director (2007-2009) of the Center for Ancient 
Studies and Archaeology at Willamette University, and co-founder of both the Westar 
Institute and Polebridge Press. The Jesus Seminar on Christian origins is now chaired by  
Dr. Steve Patterson, who will join the WU faculty in September 2010 as the new Atkinson 
Professor of Religious and Ethical Studies. 
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Westar Institute  
 
Westar Institute was established by the late New Testament scholar Robert Funk in 
1986 as an advocate for religious literacy. The academic study of religion has been 
part of the curricula of colleges and universities since the seventeenth century, but 
the results of scholarship in this field have not been widely disseminated to the 
general public.  The result is a large chasm between the academic study of religion 
and popular piety.  Westar has two aims:  to support the production of new 
knowledge in the field of religious studies and to disseminate the results of high 
scholarship on religion to the interested public.  Westar believes that religious literacy 
is essential for understanding cultural and global conflicts and for enabling educated 
people to evaluate critically the competing claims of sectarian religious groups.  
Westar sponsors two national conferences a year (October and March) that offer 
workshops for the public and seminars for scholars.  In addition, results of the work 
of Westar seminars are publicized in a bi-monthly magazine called The Fourth R and 
through weekend workshops around the country called Jesus Seminar on the Road 
programs.  
 

The Jesus Seminar 
 
The main research project of the Westar Institute is called the Jesus Seminar.  
In 1985 Robert W. Funk, a leading New Testament scholar, invited about 
fifty scholars to embark on a new quest for the historical Jesus.  The project 
was divided into five-year phases, with a publishing deadline for each phase: 

• 1985-90:  critical evaluation of all sayings attributed to Jesus; 
Publication:  The Five Gospels (Macmillan, 1993). 

• 1990-95:  critical evaluation of all deeds attributed to Jesus; 
Publication:  The Acts of Jesus (HarperSanFrancisco, 1998). 

• 1995-2000:  Construction of profiles of the historical Jesus using the 
Jesus Seminar database;   
Publication:  Profiles of Jesus, ed. Roy Hoover (Polebridge, 2002). 

• 2000-2005:  The significance of the Jesus Seminar for modern faith; 
Publication:  The Historical Jesus Goes to Church (Polebridge, 2004). 

• 2006-:  Jesus Seminar on Christian Origins, chaired by Stephen J. 
Patterson, Willamette University. 

 
The work of the Jesus Seminar has succeeded in recovering the authentic 
words and deeds of the figure of Jesus behind the Gospels.  It has separated 
the pre-Easter Jesus from the post-Easter Christ of Christian faith.  As a 
result of this project, the historical Jesus has been placed on the larger 
cultural agenda through a flood of books, television documentaries, and films 
during the past two decades. 
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Polebridge Press 
 
Polebridge Press was founded in 1981 by Robert W. Funk (University of Montana), 
Charlene Matejovsky (University of Montana), Lane McGaughy (Willamette 
University), and Karen King (Harvard Divinity School).  Its publishing profile is 
twofold:  to produce new reference works for biblical scholars and to publish 
monographs that disseminate the results of high scholarship on the Bible and other 
religious topics for the educated public.  Polebridge Press and Westar Institute are 
linked by a common mission and business plan:  Westar scholars produce books and 
journals for Polebridge to publish; the income from the sale of Polebridge books is 
then used to defray the costs of Westar seminars. Larry Alexander, retired Vice 
President and Publisher of John Wiley & Sons, agreed to become the new Publisher 
for Polebridge Press in September 2009. 
 
A significant goal of our affiliation with Polebridge is the gradual development of 
Polebridge into an expanded academic press, which will continue to publish 
significant critical scholarship on the historical Jesus, but also other academic books 
by noted authors including Willamette authors. Dr. Lane C. McGaughy (George H. 
Atkinson Professor of Religious and Ethical Studies emeritus, former director of 
CASA, and a founding member of the Westar Institute as well as the Jesus Seminar) 
was instrumental in bringing about this promising partnership. Now as an official 
Senior Research Fellow of CASA, he is continuing to oversee the transitions at 
Westar and Polebridge, while working to further develop our collaboration.   

 

 
  
 




