WELCOME TO THE ANTHROPOLOGY MAJOR!

We’re glad you’ve decided to join us.  We’ve written this letter to introduce you to the major.  Welcome to Anthropology!

—Professors Dobkins, Millen, Moro, and Wogan

Declaring the Major and Getting an Advisor

When you are ready to declare your major in anthropology, bring a Declaration of Major form (available at the registrar’s office in the University Center) to the department chair.  To identify the current chair, check the university website or ask the Eaton Hall 4th floor administrative assistant.  The chair will assign you an advisor—a fulltime professor within the department with whom you will meet to discuss graduation requirements, plan your course of study within anthropology, and get permission to register for classes each term.  The Department of Anthropology tries to ensure that each faculty member has approximately the same number of advisees.  If your advisor goes on leave for research or to direct a program off-campus, you will be temporarily assigned to another advisor within the department.  Part-time and short-term faculty do not serve as advisors.

Working With Your Advisor

Anthropology majors should get to know their advisors through regular consultations.  Ideally, your advisor is not just someone who clicks the computer screen to give you permission to register for classes, but is someone you can talk with about educational goals, study abroad, graduation requirements, senior project plans, and life after Willamette.  We strongly encourage you to work closely with your advisor, beginning as soon as you declare an anthropology major. For example, by working with your advisor, you might integrate off campus study, a summer research grant, and projects in upper division required courses so that you can build towards a challenging and meaningful senior project.  Your advisor can help you tailor your course of study so that you can best develop your own interests and skills, perhaps emphasizing a particular area or issue within anthropology.
While we encourage anthropology majors to meet regularly, for any reason, with their advisor, students are required to see their advisor during the pre-registration advising period every term. Advisors typically send email reminders during this period.  However, it is the student’s responsibility to make and keep pre-registration advising appointments. 
In addition to your assigned academic advisor, you are welcome to visit all faculty in the Department of Anthropology for informal consultation and exchange of ideas.  We look forward to talking with you.

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS (9 credits)
CORE COURSES (4 credits)
Our core courses, required of all majors, must be taken in a specific sequence. 

1) ANTH 150, “Controversies and Issues in Cultural Anthropology.” Must be taken before the end of sophomore year.  Offered every semester.
2) ANTH 371, “Survey of Anthropological Theory.”  Prerequisites:  junior status, ANTH 150 and one other ANTH course.  We encourage students to take several elective courses in anthropology prior to enrolling in Theory, if scheduling permits.  Usually taken in fall or spring of junior year.  Offered every semester.

3) ANTH 361W, “Ethnographic Methods.” Prerequisite:  ANTH 371.  A course in which you conduct fieldwork in or near Salem. Usually taken in spring of junior year or fall of senior year.  Offered every semester.

4) ANTH 499W, “Senior Seminar in Anthropology.”  Prerequisite: Completion of (or concurrent enrollment in) ANTH 361 and senior standing.  This course consists of independent research on an anthropological topic of your choice. You should identify the subject of your senior project before the semester begins.  Many students expand upon their “Methods” project for the senior seminar. An orientation to “Senior Seminar” is given midway through the fall semester of senior year.  Offered spring semester only.   
ELECTIVE COURSES (5 credits)

In addition to completing the 4 core courses listed above, you will select 5 electives from the list of courses on the Anthropology Major Worksheet.  Often up to 1-2 elective credits may be received for courses taken while studying abroad (see below).  We encourage you to work with your advisor to develop a regional and/or thematic emphasis in your studies.
GETTING CREDIT TOWARD THE ANTHROPOLOGY MAJOR FOR COURSES TAKEN DURING STUDY ABROAD 
The department commonly grants 1-2 credits for a semester of study abroad, often for courses that deal with the culture in question, even if those courses don’t necessarily have the word “anthropology” in the title. Each course must be approved on a case-by-case basis.  We urge you to discuss your study abroad plans with your advisor and the Anthropology Department Chair in advance.  When returning from abroad, be sure to bring copies of syllabi, papers, and/or exams as evidence of the anthropological content of the course(s).  
OPTION A:  APPROVAL IN ADVANCE:  To get pre-approval for transfer credits, visit the current Anthropology Department Chair. Give the Chair any information you have about the course(s), such as title and description. The Chair, in consultation with the rest of the Anthropology Faculty, will decide whether each course may receive Anthropology credit. 

OPTION B: APPROVAL FROM ABROAD:  You can also request transfer credit by emailing the Chair once you’re abroad and know more about the course options.

OPTION C:  APPROVAL BACK ON CAMPUS:  Once you return to Willamette, contact the Chair to request transfer credit.  . 
WEBSITE AND BULLETIN BOARD
To find out more about the Anthropology Department, including curriculum and career options, visit our website:

http://www.willamette.edu/cla/anthro/

For news items, consult the bulletin board on Eaton 4th floor, between Eaton 417 and 418.
