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Willamette University

Jerry Hudson Forensic Tournament

October 23 - 24, 2009
	Divisions


Senior division in all events is open to any regularly enrolled high school student. Junior division is open to students in their first or second year of competition, and novice division in debate is for students with no experience prior to this year and to those who have not attended a summer debate workshop.  In debate, we will be offering all three divisions in each of the formats.  In individual events, we are offering only Senior and Junior division in each of the formats.  We will collapse divisions, if necessary, in events to provide for more diversity in competition.

	Individual Events


Students may enter ONE event in Pattern A and ONE event in Pattern B. Students entered in Student Congress may not enter an additional individual event.

	Student Congress


Students entering Student Congress CAN NOT enter another individual event.  All entering students will be placed into a pool and randomly drawn, then seated into Houses prior to the start of the tournament.  There will be two, three-hour sessions and then a final Super Session.  Each session will have its own seating chart, Official Scorer, and student elected Presiding Officer.

Speeches will be no longer than 3 minutes long and will be followed by 1 minute of questioning by the chamber and controlled by the Presiding Officer.  Each speech will be given a score by the Official Scorer from 1 to 6 (with six being the best).  The student Presiding Officer will be scored (3) three times during the session (once at the end of each hour).  At the end of the session, the Official Scorer will nominate 5 students for the final session.  Placement into the Student Congress finals will be limited to the top 20 students based first on number of nominations received, average of points per speech, and then total points.

Bills for debate will be provided by Willamette University and will be available online at http://www.willamette.edu/cla/debate/events/Hudson%202009/content.htm two weeks prior to the tournament.  Willamette University will not be providing copies of bills and resolutions, so please bring your own copied and printed materials.

Students should familiarize themselves with Robert’s Rules of Order and the National Forensics League’s guide to student congress (http://www.nflonline.org/uploads/AboutNFL/conman031709.pdf).  
	Pattern A Events


Extemporaneous Speaking. Seven minute time limit. Topics of national and international interest will be chosen from the preceding three months. Students are allowed thirty minutes of preparation time.

Oratory. Ten minute time limit. The speech must be the original work of the student, must not have been used in competition prior to the current school year, and must contain no more than 150 words of quoted material. Oratory is a memorized event. Since this is an early tournament, students may use brief notes, but should be aware that judges may react more positively to speakers who do not rely on notes.

After-Dinner Speaking. Contestants must speak between 6 minutes and 6 minutes and 30 seconds. The speech shall be an original and entertaining yet edifying treatment of a serious subject.  

Poetry. Eight minute time limit with thirty‑second grace period. Students should select no fewer than three poems and should organize their selections around a central theme. Manuscripts must be used.

Literary Interpretation for ELL Students. Contestants must be enrolled in an in ELL 1,2, ELL 3,4, or ELL5,6 to be eligible.  After a memorized introduction, the speaker presents poetry, prose, or script from a binder.  The speaker is to be judged on general speech skills including volume, enunciation, vocal variety and pause but should not be rated lower due to an accent.  Speakers should also be judged on the quality of their literature.  The time limit is 5 minutes with a 30 second grace period. In order to support this event, we will not charge entry fees for ELL  Interp. 

Serious Interpretation. Contestants must speak for 10 minutes. They shall deliver a serious piece of prose or drama largely from memory. 

	Pattern B Events


Dual Interp. Ten minute time limit. A memorized presentation by two speakers using materials cut from published, printed novels, short stories, plays or narrative poetry.

Impromptu Speaking. Five minute time limit with thirty‑second grace period. The speaker will draw three quotations, choose one, and speak without or with limited notes..

Expository Speaking. Eight minutes maximum with thirty seconds grace. Students should deliver a speech to describe, clarify, explain, or define a concept, process, or idea. Audio or visual aids may be used. The speech must be the original work of the student, must not have been used in competition prior to the current school year, and must contain no more than 100 words of quoted material. Expository is a memorized event. Since this is an early tournament, students may use brief notes, but should be aware that judges may react more positively to speakers who do not rely on notes.

Radio Commentary. Contestant must speak between 4 minutes 45 seconds and 5 minutes 15 seconds. The speech shall be an original news commentary dealing with current events. The speech shall contain no more than 75 quoted words. Manuscripts must be used.

Prose. Eight minute time limit with thirty‑second grace period. Materials shall be cuttings from published, printed short stories, novels or essays. More than 50% of the words in the selection must be narration. Manuscripts must be used.

Humorous Interpretation. Contestants must speak for 10 minutes. They shall deliver a humorous piece of prose or drama largely from memory. 

	Debate


Note: No student can enter more than one style of debate.

Public Debate A debate format similar to parliamentary debate. Time limits are 7‑8‑8‑8 for constructive speeches and 4‑5 for rebuttals. Topics for each debate will be different and will be announced 20 minutes prior to the start of the first speech. Topics will involve current events.  Varying from OHSSL rules, debaters may consult any person or materials prior to the debate, but may only bring material they themselves have hand-written during preparation time into the debate round.  A reminder of this caveat will be mentioned at the opening assembly.

Public Forum Debate:  Times are 4-4-3-4-4-3-2-2-3-1-1 with 2 minutes of preparation time for each team.  Sides will be determined by computer during prelims and by coin toss during elims.  Teams will still coin toss at the beginning of each round for speaker positions.  The topic will be “Resolved: When in conflict, the United Nations should prioritize global poverty reduction over environmental protection.”
Cross‑Examination Debate  This event will not be offered in 2009.

Lincoln‑Douglas Debate: Times are 6‑3‑7‑3‑4‑6‑3. The topic is “Resolved: Public high school students in the United States ought not be required to pass standardized exit exams to graduate.”
	Scholarships


Willamette University Forensics offers a scholarship of up to a $4000 scholarship to the champions in Open Public, Open Public Forum, Open LD, as well as to the top speakers in Open Public and Open LD if they decide to attend Willamette and compete in forensics; in addition, the Open Public Champions and Open Public Forum Champions will be invited, at our expense, to the 6th Annual International Tournament of Champions.

	Entries


Each school may enter up to fifteen debaters divided among the three styles of debate. Eight entries are permitted in each individual event with those entries distributed among junior and senior divisions in whatever fashion the school desires.

Any coach wishing to enter more than the maximum number of students in any division should call us between  2 and 3p.m. on Wednesday, October 22.

	Judges


At least one coach from each school must be present throughout the tournament and must judge. If a coach cannot judge debate or individual events, that critic should not be listed for those events and appropriate judging fees will be assessed. One judge is required for every two debate teams or portion thereof, for every four LD debaters or portion thereof, and for every six entries in individual events or Student Congress.  Judges cover number of entries, not number of students. Judging fees are $50.00 for each debate team not covered, $25 for each LD debater not covered and $10 for each IE entry not covered by a judge. We really prefer to have your judges, rather than your money.

	Fees


	School Fee
	$ 30.00

	DEBATE TEAMS
	$ 20.00

	LD DEBATER
	$ 10.00

	IE ENTRY
	$ 5.00

	STUDENT CONGRESS ENTRY
	$15.00

	DEBATE JUDGE FEE
	$ 50.00 per uncovered team

	LD JUDGING FEE
	$ 25.00 per uncovered debater

	IE / STUDENT CONGRESS JUDGING FEE
	$ 10.00 per uncovered entry


	Nuisance Fees


Due to multiple late changes made by programs and judges refusing to pick up ballots, we are adding fees generated by those that the cause the tournament undue nuisances.  Judges failing to pick up ballots will get one warning for that school.  We never want to resort to fees or dropping a school’s teams, but we count on you to fulfill your professional responsibilities, as well as, those you hire doing the same.  In the same tone, schools incurring nuisance fees will need to pay them prior to their school advancing into elimination rounds or further into eliminations.

	Awards


Awards will be presented to finalists in all events. Sweepstakes awards will be presented for debate, individual events, and overall excellence. Sweepstakes awards will be based on the following point system:

	1st place IE, LD, Student Congress
	10 points

	2nd place IE, LD, Student Congress
	8 points

	3rd place IE, LD, Student Congress
	5 points

	Finalists IE & LD, 4-6 Student Congress
	3 points

	Parli and Public Forum 1st Place
	20 points

	Parli and Public Forum Second Place
	16 points

	Parli and Public Forum Semi‑finalist
	10 points

	Parli and Public Forum Quarter‑finalist
	6 points

	Parli and Public Forum Octa‑finalist
	2 points


	Deadlines and Entering the Tournament


We will accept registrations until all available space is filled. To ensure your space, please make sure we receive your registration by NOON on Wednesday, October 21.  

Entries will ONLY be accepted through www.forensicstournament.net.  If you’ve not yet had the pleasure of using this website for tournament entry, it is very intuitive and allows coaches to make multiple changes until registration close.  This allows for coaches to double check their entry, reduces data entry errors, and makes announcements for the tournament easy to communicate.

If you’ve not used the website before, you will need to set up an account for your program and then enter the tournament by clicking on the “Jerry Hudson Forensics Tournament.”  Feel free to enter and/or make changes until NOON on Wednesday, October 21st.  Any changes past Noon on Wednesday will need to be sent to Rob Layne by email at rlayneii@willamette.edu.  Please, please, please make all final changes on the forensicstournament.net website before that time.

Fees will be assessed as of NOON on Thursday, October 22.   Changes past Noon on Thursday will only add fees, but not subtract.
	Parking


If you arrive by car or van, park in one of our regular parking lots. We will give you a visitor's permit at registration. If you arrive by bus or by mini‑bus, you must park in the lot behind Tokyo International University located at 14th Street and Mill Street. I have been informed by our security division that any bus or mini‑bus parked in any other lot is subject to being towed. Security is also proud of its ability to tow school buses.

