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Eﬂm the Chair

Greetings - It's hard o believe
that we're already almost halfway
through another academic year!

The Psychology Department is
delighted to welcome a new face
this year. Amy Ramos, a Cognl-
tive Peychologist, 12 ar Willamere
az a Lausanne Post-Doctoral Fel-
low. Professor Ramos is teaching
Cognitive Neurascience this
term. She received her B.A. and
M.A. degrees in Psychology from
California Stare University San
Marcos and completed her Ph.D.
(2006) in Cognitive Psychology
and Cognitive Neuroscience at
lowa State University. Her teach-
ing inrerests include Cognitive
Meuroscience, Cognitive Proc-
esses, Neuropharmacology, Re-
gearch Methods, and Sensation
and Perception. Her research
investigares the difference be-
taeen automartic El'l.d atti:nt'mn
demanding cognitive processes.
Her rezearch is also aimed at
understanding the neural mecha-
nisms of selective visual attention
in individuals with synesthesia.
Please help us make Prof. Ramos
feel welcome, and stop by to say
hello when you have a moment.
Her office is located in Walton
229,

We're happy to report that Seaci
Simmelink-Johnson has rerurned
for another year as a full-time
visiting professor, and this rerm
she is reaching two sections

of Intreduction to Psychology
and a seminar on the Peychology
of Human Relations, as well as
assisting with the Senior Intern-
ship Experience. Her office for
the 2006-2007 school year is in
Walton 229

We are sad to report that this will
be Professor McBride's last year
at Willametre, as he has an-
nounced his retirement. Prof.
McBride joined the Willamette
faculry in 1971, after receiving his

B.A. and M.A. degrees in Psychaol-

ogy from the University of [daho
and hiz Ph.D. in Social Psychol-
ogy ar the University of Missouri
in Columbia. He has regularly
taught Psychology of Learning,
Developmental (child and adoles-
cent) Health and Social Psychol-
ogy, along with many sections of
Introductory Psychology, Prof,
McBride has consistently co-
chaired the meeting of the Ore-
gon Academy of Sciences, and his
enthusiasm for cats, college foot-
ball (go Vandals!), and the music
of Paul Revere and the Raiders
are well known. Prof. McBride is

Mrk Your Calendar...

October 31st
Happy Halloween!

MNovember 4th and
December 2nd
Psychology Subject Exams
for Graduate Record
Examinations (GBREs)

truly an icon and will be greatly
missed, bur we wish him a
happy and relaxing retirement!

Thus, the Department is cur-
rently conducting a search fora
Developmental Peychologist.
The candidates who interview
on campus will teach a class and
present on their research. Stu-
dents will be invired to amend
these sessions and help us evalu-
ate the search finalists.

Finally, you might have noticed
that Professor Friedrich is on a
sabbarical leave this rerm. He
will be returning spring term.

Please don't hesitate to contact

me if you have any questions or
concerns with which I might be
able to help. Have a wonderful

year!

Sue Koger,
Professor and Chair

MNovember 20th

CLA Web Registration be-
gins.

MNovember 23rd-24th

Thanksgiving Vacaton!
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prevalence rate on college campuses at about
45%, Sudents who are doing this by mid-
term of their freshman year are likely o
continue for the remainder of their college

“party atmosphere” which encourages
binging. Some colleges tolerate/encourage Reifman, A. and Watson, W, (2003). Binge
this and are probably correctly labeled as drinking during the first semester of college.

“party schools™, Joumal of American College Health, 52, 73-81.
CAFERTS,

Some colleges are trying to discourage these
activities, University of Puget Sound places
great emphasiz on the dangers of binge
drinking during freshman orientatdon and
sponsors followup sessions throughout the
freshman year. Late Night Penn State
officials feel thar total abstinence is naive. In
contrast, they oy to sponsor alcchelfree
events (films, music, concerts, etc.) as
alternatives.

Those who wotk in counseling settings are
especially worried. A recent *60 Minutes”
report found that college students gave
negative attributions as reasons for such
behaviot ("] know [ am not preeey™; “guys
like me more when ['m smashed™; *1 have a
zero personality”; “I'm more popular when
I'm drunk"). Counseling staff at the
University of Washington created an
experimentally contrelled “drinking pargy™
and gave students alechol vs. a placebo. Even
those in the placebo condition exhibired
both “drunken” behaviors and attributions.

Finally, Nelson, et. al. found thar lepislation
can have an impact. They looked at
deterrences for drinking at both state and

Psychology Club News!

Looking for a fun way to increase your experience level in psychology! Perhaps you just want to meet somne people with similar interests to hang
out with! Try joining the Psychology Club! Psychology Club is a new, student run club devoted to providing Willametre students with psycho-
logical opporminities and experience. Recently, the club selected officers for the semester:

President: Quyen Nguyen

Vice President of Finance: Mary Klann

WVice President of Community Outreach: Joey Elcane
Vice President of Internal Crpanizarion: Acacla MceGuire
Congrate officers!

In the past, the club has sponsored movie nights and bowling outings. We are currently in the process of planning several other fun events,
fundraisers, and community outreach programs for this semester.  We are always looking for ideas regarding activitles and communiry service
opportunities that the club could rake part in, as well as people willing to devote the time necessary to organize these events. Suggestions and
volunteers are welcome!

Want to get more informed about psych club! Join the psychology club mail group!  Point vour interner browser toward this address and click

the "join group” butron: horps:/ssecure willametre edi/services/mailgroups/
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