Application to Participate in the WGS Senior Thesis Program

The completed application should be no longer than three pages. Please type your responses in the expandable spaces below. 

Include a copy of your current degree audit with the application. 

Please give your completed application to Professor Melissa Buis Michaux (Smullin 328)  NO LATER THAN NOV 1 (for spring participation) and APR 1 (for fall participation).  The WGS thesis committee will advise you of their decision no later than two weeks from the above deadlines.
Please also note the thesis guidelines, policies, and information found on the final page of this application.
Thesis Proposal
Name:

WGS courses you will have completed by the time your thesis work is initiated (list each course by number and note the semester in which you took it. You must have completed at least six courses toward the major, preferably including WGS, 353: Feminist Theory, and have attained senior standing):
Describe your project. Be sure to clearly identify the issue, concept, or idea you want to study.
Why do you want to study this topic? What questions do you seek to answer?

Identify the primary texts, authors, critics, and/or methodologies you will use in your study.
Have you engaged with those texts, authors, critics, and/or methodologies before? How recently? In what context or courses? 

If your responses to the above questions have not addressed the following, please explain how feminist and/or gender theory might specifically animate your project.  Which theoretical sources, perspectives, and concepts will you draw on, and why?  

Include a brief bibliography of relevant sources (5-10) you plan to read.
List 4 faculty members, in preferential order, who possibly could serve as advisors (or secondary readers), and explain why their expertise is necessary.
Please review this application with your major advisor, who will sign here: 
_____________________________________________________________
Thesis Guidelines, Policies, and Information

Your thesis writing process includes cultivation of the following: 1 page abstract, 4-5 page prospectus, an annotated bibliography, draft which is revised fully at least 2 times, final paper of 20-30 pages.
You and your advisor are responsible for co-creating a work schedule that accommodates the above requirements. 

You are expected to orally present your project at SSRD in the spring semester or to a group of faculty and peers (organized by the WGS chair) in the fall semester.

Your thesis committee will be comprised of 2 members, an advisor and secondary reader.  The advisor is responsible for supporting you in all capacities throughout the project, while the secondary reader is responsible for reviewing and offering feedback only on your prospectus, first full draft, and final paper.  Your secondary reader likely will deliver comments and suggestions to your advisor, and your advisor will then discuss those suggestions with you. 
All documents pertaining to the thesis should be turned in to your committee electronically via WISE, unless otherwise specified by committee members.

You must complete a Senior Reflection Essay in order to receive a thesis grade. You should get this assignment from your thesis advisor. It can also be found on the WGS webpage.
PAGE  
1

