Environmental Service Opportunities

Audobon Society of Salem

Kathleen Cody, Executive Director

Audobons@qwestoffice.net
503-588-7340

http://audubons.qwestoffice.net/
The Salem Audubon Society (SAS), in Salem, Oregon is an active chapter of the National Audubon Society (NAS), with the shared mission to conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats. To this end, they promote the enjoyment of birds and environmental stewardship with birding field trips and educational programs, and involve volunteers in education, advocacy and restoration projects. For more information on volunteer opportunities, contact Kathleen Cody.
Chemawa Indian School Wetlands Restoration Project

Liz Bowman, Chemawa-Willamette Partnership Program Tutor Coordinator

ebowman@willamette.edu 

503-370-6615

The Chemawa Indian School has undertaken a wetlands restoration project to remove invasive species on the school campus and restore the wetlands section of the grounds to its original habitat. Native plants will also be planted. 

*Transportation needed (car, bus)
City of Salem Parks and Recreation 

Tibby Larson, Volunteer Coordinator

TALarson@cityofsalem.net
503-589-2197

Opportunities include removing invasive species at Deepwood Estate or working in the native garden at Bush Elementary School to remove invasive species and plant native plants. 
*Within walking distance of campus

City of Salem Natural Resources

Deborah Topp, Volunteer Coordinator

DTopp@cityofsalem.net 

503-588-6211

Opportunities include storm drain marking, stream clean up, and working with watershed councils.

*Within walking distance of campus

ECOS (Environmental Community Outreach Society) Student Organization

Stacy Sunken

ssunken@willamette.edu 

Through cooperative outreach to students, faculty and alumni who are affiliated with various academic disciplines represented at WU, ECOS aims to foster environmental awareness, continued environmental education, and environmental career opportunities.

Garten Services 

Lorie Patterson 

(503) 581-4472 

http://www.garten.org/

Garten Services promotes independence, provides support for, and creates careers opportunities for adults with developmental disabilities. Garten Services currently employs developmentally disabled adults at its Recycling Transfer Station that provides document destruction and paper products to many businesses in Salem. 

*Transportation needed (car, bike, bus) 

Greenpeace

866-501-2802 ext 5 

(Contact the office in San Francisco at phone number above for local global warming campaign information.)

www.greenpeace.org
Greenpeace’s core values are reflected in their environmental campaign work: They 'bear witness' to environmental destruction in a peaceful, non-violent manner. They use non-violent confrontation to raise the level and quality of public debate. In exposing threats to the environment and finding solutions they have no permanent allies or adversaries. They ensure their financial independence from political or commercial interests. They seek solutions for, and promote open, informed debate about society's environmental choices.
Marion County Public Works - Environmental Services 

Jeff Bickford, Environmental Services Division Supervisor

503-588-5169 ext 5992

Jbickford@co.marion.or.us
http://www.co.marion.or.us/PW/ES/.

Opportunities include working with the Master Recycler program, Solid Waste Management plan, Salmon Recovery program, restoration of habitats, and water quality.

Marion-Polk Food Share Community Gardens

Jordan Blake, Community Garden Coordinator

jblake@marionpolkfoodshare.org

503-581-3855 ext 329 (work); 503-798-0457 (work cell)

www.marionpolkfoodshare.org/ 

Marion Polk Food Share is part of a statewide food banking system of 20 regional affiliates of Oregon Food Bank, a member of Feeding America national food bank network (formerly Second Harvest). Through this network, Marion-Polk Food Share receives portions of large, national corporate donations and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) surplus commodities. These foods supplement what Food Share collects locally from individuals, corporations and community groups who donate food and support food drives. Opportunities include working in community gardens throughout the city of Salem to maintain the gardens and harvest food for individuals in the community experiencing hunger.

*Within walking distance or transportation needed (bus or car)

Marion Soil and Water Conservation District

650 Hawthorne Ave SE, Ste # 130 
Salem, OR 97301-5894

(503) 391-9927
marion.swcd@oacd.org
Marion SWCD along with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides conservation planning and technical assistance to clients (individuals, groups, and units of government). These clients develop and implement conservation plans to protect, conserve, and enhance natural resources (soil, water, air, plants, and animals) within their related social and economic interests.
Nature Conservancy in Oregon

Molly Dougherty, Director of Volunteer Programs

mdougherty@tnc.org

503-802-8100

nature.org/Oregon 

The mission of the Nature Conservancy is to preserve the plants, animals, and natural communities that represent the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to survive. Browse their website to find a project you would like to work with. Most projects involve invasive species removal with conservancy ecologists in the Portland area and along the Oregon coast.

*Transportation needed 

Oregon Peace Works 

Contact: Peter Bergel 

(503) 371-8002

pbergel@igc.org
www.oregonpeaceworks.org

104 Commercial St. NE 

This non-profit organization strives to educate and activate people to work for peace, justice, and

environmental protection. OPW provides educational materials concerning climate change. Volunteer opportunities include working with the 5% Solution to the Climate Crisis Program.

*Within walking distance 

Oregon State Parks and Silver Falls State Park

Tim Wood, Director

volunteer.info@state.or.us

(503) 986-0719

http://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/VOL/about_us.shtml
Oregon Parks and Recreation Departement offers a variety of volunteer programs supported by two statewide coordinators who work closely with team leaders and park managers by helping them to identify projects, develop volunteer opportunities, help recruit and place volunteers, track program results and provide volunteers with appropriate recognition for their contribution to Oregon's park system. Opportunities include providing maintenance, construction, and special projects in the parks.
*Transportation Needed

Pringle Creek Watershed Council 

503-566-4034

bob-roth@or.nacdnet.org

The Pringle Creek Watershed Council works to further the development, implementation and management of a sustainable plan to enhance, restore and maintain watershed health, this local volunteer council also seeks to balance environmental, social and economic interests within the watershed. 

*Transportation potentially needed (car, bike) 
SOLV

www.solv.org
SOLV is a non-profit organization that brings together government agencies, businesses, and individual volunteers in programs and projects to enhance the livability of Oregon. SOVL annually provides resources to more than 250 Oregon communities, focusing on cleanup, beautification, and enhancement projects. SOLV creates an average of 50,000 volunteer opportunities across the state. Visit the SOLV website to find projects you would like to work with. Most projects involve beach clean up along the Oregon coast or watershed protection and maintenance.

*Transportation Needed

Community Garden at Kaneko

Tamara Smith, TIUA Faculty

tsmith@willamette.edu 

503-373-3325

Opportunities include weeding, thinning out plants, and harvesting food to go to a neighborhood food pantry.

*Within Walking Distance

Zena Forest

Joe Bowersox, Professor, Dempsey Chair, Environ. Policy & Politics & Director, Center for Sustainable Communities Earth & Environmental Science
jbowerso@willamette.edu
503-370-6820

Opportunities include invasive species removal, trail work, gardening, and farm work.
*Transportation Needed
For additional information on service opportunities, please contact Laura Clerc in the Office of Community Service Learning at 503-370-6807 or lclerc@willamette.edu.

You may also contact Rachel Buckley at  rbuckley@willamette.edu or in the Office of Community Service Learning on Thursdays from 11:30-1:30.
