Hunger Service Learning Opportunities

Local Organizations

Bearcats Offering Others Meals (BOOM)

The purpose of BOOM is to offer intensive community outreach opportunities to Willamette University students and to provide local people in need with warm meals.  For more information on how to get involved, contact Evan Jones at ejones@willamette.edu

Kaneko Community Garden

The Kaneko Community Garden provides food for Willamette students and the Marion Polk Food Share.  Volunteers are needed to participate in weekly work parties, which are held every Friday at 2:00 pm. If you would like to receive more information or to join the Kaneko Community Garden listerv, contact Katie Rigsby at krigsby@willamette.edu.

Marion Polk Food Share

The Food Share collaborates with volunteers from the community and its own board of directors and staff to empower and nurture those families in need throughout Marion and Polk Counties. The Food Share’s programs offer sustainable services to meet the needs of families and to identify and eliminate the root causes of hunger. 

Food from community and industrial donations is sorted and stored at the Food Share’s warehouse and distributed to food pantries, homeless shelters, soup kitchens, low-income child care services, shelters for victims of abuse and foster homes.

Marion Polk Food Share

1660 Industrial Drive NE 

Salem, OR 97301

503.581.3855

www.marionpolkfoodshare.org

Women Ending Hunger

Women Ending Hunger is an organization of women and men working together to build a more food-secure community through education, empowerment, and collaboration.  For more information, contact Kat Daniel at .503.581.3855 ext. 322, or email youmakeadifference@WomenEndingHunger.org.
Union Gospel Mission (UGM)

The Mission provides hot meals, shelter, clothing, and spiritual rehabilitation services to men, women and children in need. Community volunteers, churches and other organizations work together to successfully provide these services at any of the three locations in Salem.  Volunteer opportunities range from serving meals to administrative assistance. 

Volunteer applications can be downloaded from the volunteer link on the website.  For further inquires into volunteer opportunities contact the Salem UGM volunteer coordinator, Judi at judil@ugmsalem.org or 503.362.3983 ext. 320.

Keizer Community Food Bank

The Keizer Community Food Bank receives food from the Marion Polk Food Share on a weekly basis and needs volunteers to help organize and shelve the items.  They request volunteers for Wednesdays from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Faith Lutheran Church at 4505 River Road N in Keizer.  

Keizer Community Food Bank

Denise Mosher

John Know Presbyterian Church

Keizer, OR

503.393.0404

Jason Lee Community Food Bank

The Jason Lee United Methodist Church congregation has made a commitment to serve the community with a food bank and soup kitchen.  The food bank is open four days a week and the soup kitchen serves meals on Sundays in cooperation with other Salem churches.  

Jason Lee Community Food Bank

820 Jefferson St NE

Salem, Or 97301

Phone: 503.362.9885

Salem Outreach Shelter

The Salem Outreach Shelter is a transitional housing program for homeless families in Marion and Polk counties.  Fifteen families reside at the shelter at one time for an average of three months.  Families are provided with shelter, food, and supportive services as they work toward securing a successful future.  For more information, call 503.588.8898

Additional/Online Resources

Oregon Hunger Relief Task Force

In order to end hunger in Oregon, the Oregon Hunger Relief Task Force teams up with state agencies, businesses, non-profits, public officials and local communities.  While this organization develops proposals for government action and attempts to expand participation in Federal Nutrition Programs, only limited events take place in Salem.  However, many projects and other way to contribute to the relief program exist for those who want to help.  Visit the website and the events calendar (located in the resources link) for details on how to make a difference.

Oregon Hunger Relief Task Force

4110 SE Hawthorne Blvd.

Portland, OR 97214

Phone: 503.595.5501

http://oregonhunger.org/home/index.php
Bread for the World

Learn more about global and domestic hunger issues through news updates, government regulations and the work of organizations worldwide.  For more information about Bread for the World and how you can help visit:

www.bread.org
Oxfam

Oxfam America is an organization working within and among communities in order to end poverty and injustice.  The organization acknowledges and seeks solutions to interconnected social, political, and economic issues that affect people worldwide.  For more information about Oxfam and how you can help visit: 
http://www.oxfamamerica.org/ 

Heifer International
Heifer International works with communities to end hunger and poverty and to care for the earth.  Heifer International asks recipients to “pass on the gift.”  As people share their animals’ offspring with others--along with their knowledge, resources, and skills-- an expanding network of hope, dignity, and self-reliance is created that reaches around the globe.  For more information, visit www.heifer.org/ 

For additional information about service opportunities please contact Laura Clerc in the Office of Community Service Learning on the 2nd Floor of the University Center by Phone: (503)370-6807 or by email: lclerc@willamette.edu.

You may also contact Kaitlin Greene at kgreene@willamette.edu or in the office of Community Service Learning on Mondays and Wednesdays from 1:00-2:00
