preparing to study abroad
Knowing where you are going: 

essential preparation for living abroad
Much of what you will learn abroad you can learn before you leave the U.S. Once you arrive at your host-site you will not be bothered by finding out trivial knowledge, you will be ready to delve deeper into the culture and its community. Also, you should consider the answers to these questions about the USA. It is very likely that people will ask you to comment on these topics as they apply to the US. 

Please answer the questions below and turn them into Stacy (swest@willamette.edu) by the due date noted in your syllabus. 

Basics for travel – (Find resources for answering these questions here)

1. What is the currency? And monetary exchange rate with USD?

2. What is the international calling code from the U.S.? Do you know the U.S.’s international calling code? 

3. In what time zone is your host country located? What is the hour difference from your home?

Life and Culture - 

1. What is the population of the country? What about your host city? Host University?  

2. What cultural backgrounds are present in your host-country and city? 

3. What impact has colonization and immigration had on your host-country? Are there refugee populations?

4. Learn about the indigenous peoples and their history.

5. Understand the class structure. What will your status as a student be in your host-country? What percentage of students in this country go to college?

6. What are the major religions/spiritual beliefs in the country?

7. What is the most popular sport? What are the names of the teams?

8. Are there sports that are popular with certain portions of the population?

Politics – 

1. What are the names of the political leaders and political parties?

2. What are the hot topics of the day? 

3. Have there been recent conflicts involving your host country? Does the U.S. play a role in those conflicts?

4. Start reading online newspapers from your host country. 

Ask yourself: What am I assuming about my host culture and country?

