‑
Letter of institutional endorsement for Marshall Scholarship

It is an honor to endorse the nomination of

. In my judgment as well as that of the campus committee,                 possesses the many exemplary qualities of a Marshall Scholar. Among
's many strengths, five stand out: his restless, inquisitive mind; his intellectual breadth and depth; his focus and determination; his capacity for self‑discovery; and his commitment to serving those in need.

Of the many fellowship candidates I have advised, none matches
's love of intellectual challenge. As one member of our committee observed,               is a "border‑crosser" who relishes opportunities to explore and cultivate new intellectual ground. To this I would add that he is easily intrigued. I am at a loss to recall the many occasions I have mentioned a title or two to him, only to see him in a couple of days having read these often lengthy works in their entirety. Indeed, I have learned from personal experience that when he comes to visit, no faculty bookshelf is safe! And, while                  is an avid reader, he is no bookworm. As his service activities, current internship and career plans indicate, he leads the life of a doer, not just a thinker.

In evaluating applications for various fellowships, I frequently find that students have a focus problem. When they say they want to do or to be "X", often they lack fundamental understanding of what X is. Not so with

As is evident in his study proposal and personal statement, he has a clear vision of his future and a well-designed plan for getting there.

No matter how difficult the task, nor how long the odds,
does not give up. This determination comes through often in his life, from the time in his youth when he nearly single‑handedly opened and managed a soup kitchen for the homeless, to his tireless efforts to remove the Confederate flag from the state capitol, to his ambitious honors thesis. This perseverance separates           from the many solid fellowship candidates University has had during my tenure. In the past, when an applicant has been turned down for a particular award, the chances of him or her pursuing another fellowship are almost nil. Thus, when               came to my office after learning he had not been awarded the Truman, I was afraid I would have a yet another defeated student on my hands. After expressing my sympathy and disappointment, his upbeat response was that he wanted to get busy with his Marshall and Rhodes applications!

                's few weaknesses are in many ways the flip side of his strengths. For example, his leadership style is quiet and self‑effacing. While I find this manner a welcome relief from the flamboyance and self‑importance of many student leaders,
's modesty can be misinterpreted as lack of confidence, which may make it difficult for others to share his vision. Shunning the limelight is admirable, but in             's case he needs to toot his horn more and become more assertive. He also needs work on his oral expression, although I must add that I have seen great improvement since his Truman application last year. In one‑to‑one situations, he is an engaging conversationalist with touches of dry humor. In tenser situations (such as a Marshall interview!), he sometimes has trouble getting the words out. When this happens, it's not because he's stumped, but because he is trying to anticipate the next question. He needs to learn to size up and respond to the question in front of him and stop trying to map out the entire route of the conversation.

This letter began by speaking of the honor I have to endorse
I must explain. Sometimes, we educators lose sight of the effect that students can have on us. Despite the mild concerns I addressed above, I can honestly say that in my 23+ years of college teaching and administration no student has grown on me the way
has. No student has re‑energized me the way he has. Nor have I known someone who at such a young age has dared to lead such an examined life. When I retire, I have no doubt that I will treasure my association with him as one of the most meaningful of my career. It is my considered judgment that
is one of the two or three best fellowship candidates 
University has ever recommended. Thus, it is my honor and privilege to recommend him for the Marshall Scholarship.
