Associated Students of Willamette University

March 5, 2009 Smullin 159

Senate Agenda

1.0 Call to Order

2.0 Roll Call

Perfect!

3.0 Approval of the Minutes
4.0 Approval of the Agenda 

Moved item 6.0 to 7.0 

5.0 COSO- Yoga Club, Russian Club, Students Alliance to End Fistula 

All clubs were approved. Russian club had a good constitution, SAEF just had a program last Friday and have been working on this for three years now. Yoga clubs exist in NYC. All three clubs unanimously pass. 

6.0 Guest Speaker: Beth Dittman, Office of Student Activities 

E is for Elizabeth. She is a Willamette alumnus, graduated 2002. She was asked back to create a customized leadership training program. She wants to help build a program tailored to Willamette and will meet with many various students from around campus. Dittman reads from Leadership Blueprint Overview, a paper she handed out. The idea is to create a “self-paced, customized leadership development experience” at Willamette, where one would identify a mentor and work with them throughout their tenure at WU. 

VP Rice asked how open the list of mentors would be. Would he be able to have President Pelton, for example. Ms. Dittman responded that there is a “friendly-mentor” list. While the ideal situation would be that anyone could be a mentor, that may not totally be possible. 

Senator Edwards asked about the class most targeted by this pilot, to which Ms. Dittman answered that they hope to start to freshman, but it will hopefully be open to all students. Down the road she helps it will turn into a minor, but for now the program is starting on the ground up. 

Senator Merkel inquired as to the length of the program, since it seems that the curriculum could be rather repetitive. He also noted that as a freshman or sophomore may not be as interested in the program, feeling that it had more of a real-world application. 

VP Helvie worried about piloting with freshman putting too much on their plate too early on, thinking it might be better with sophomores, etc. 

Senator Reichert asked a question of clarification towards what the role of mentor looks like. 
7.0 WEB Report

(Actually 6.0) Chairs have been selected. Chocolate chip pancakes requested at midnight breakfast. Senator Taylor asks for more crayons, especially colors that you can see. 

8.0 Officer Reports

VP Helvie: Senate elections are taking place the coming Tuesday and Wednesday. Sometimes people get ballots that don’t belong to them. VP Helvie is working really hard to fix this problem. Emails will go out to notify the group. 

President Smith: Update will be postponed until the workshop talk. 

VP Rice: Website work, being set up for next year. Link will come out of the Beta version. Also met with a group about Juan Williams. Students will be on the commencement speaker list, but the selection process is not decided yet. 

VP Waite: Budget. 

9.0 Old Business 

9.1 Inclusivity Workshop Follow-Up 

Some changes have been made. CDSJ has made some adjustments. There is now a more clear description of the fund. It became more clear that the groups would have advising. CDSJ offers to present 50%. Ideally we will allocate 5000 dollars and then CDSJ will kick in 2500. 2 Senators, 2 CDSJ, VP Finance will all work to approve projects, etc. 3 Funding deadlines, link in the same spot for this project. There have been details added about how to market the plan. The student involvement team is a big fan of the project. The goal of the fund is to bridge together the “fragmented world of clubs” to work on projects and “knit back together certain themes that we feel are important” says Dean Hawkinson. 

Senator Taylor made a motion to create the fund. Senator Merkel seconded. 

The vote passes unanimously. 

10.0 New Business 

10.1 Budget Requests Approval 

Sen. Jones motions unanimous approval.

11.0 Group Project Update  

11.1 Honor Code 

11.2 New Blitz Costume 

11.3 Weekly Senate Report 

11.4 Remove Standing Committees/Constitutional Changes 

Constitutional changes will be passed next year.

11.5 Unified Recycling System/Aesthetically Pleasing Trash Cans

11.6 Find a Greek Coordinator 

We are going to try to get an advisor.

11.7 Remove Transcripts Fees 

11.8 Food Committee  

Behzod and Ben meet and wrote recommendation for a new food committee.  Sen. Taylor questions the necessity of charging for to-go boxes.  Price changes have to be justified by the committee and that would cause further problems.  
11.9 Building Bridges
12.0 For the Good of the Order

Sen. Merkel wants to have the minutes right after the meeting.

13.0 Adjournment
Sen. Jones motions, Sen. Merkel.
