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SUMMIT IN A NUTSHELL  
 

By Galin Brown, Circulation Manager 

 

 Summit is the catalog used by 36 schools in the Northwest, ranging 

from the University of Washington to Southern Oregon University.  You may 

select materials from any of those 36 libraries and have them sent to the Law 

Library Circulation Desk for pick up.  All you need is your student ID and the 

patience to search the catalog. 

 

 In December 2008, Summit changed its look and structure and is now in 

the beta-testing stage.  Behind the scenes, testing and modification continue, 

which is why it often seems clunkier and more difficult to use than the old 

Summit.  However, once the bugs are removed in this beta-testing process, the 

new Summit should be easier to use and actually offer more choices of re-

sources and new materials. 

 

 On April 19th, right as finals start, (so you are forgiven for not caring) 

there will be yet a different look to the new Summit.  The University of Wash-

ingtonôs library catalog is a close approximation of that look:  

 

http://uwashington.worldcat.org  

 

 For those of you who graduated from a University of California school, 

it will look similar to MELVYL, the UC catalog. 

 

 So what does this mean for the Willamette Law student?  It means that 

you have an amazing resource at your fingertips.  You can request and receive 

an item from any of these Northwest schools--usually in less than a week.  

Books check out for six weeks with no renewal, but that should allow enough 

time to check a citation, write a paper, or plow through the latest Scott Turow. 

 

 If you have any questions about Summit or requesting any materials via 

interlibrary loan, please come see me or drop me an email.  I am really com-

mitted to having this library resource work for you. 
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SHEPARDôS IN PRINT BECOMING OBSOLETE 
 
 Shepardôs in print format is on the decline at law libraries all across the country. 

  

 Here at Willamette, we now only keep the print Shepardôs for Oregon, Washing-

ton, and the U.S. Supreme Court Reporter. 

 

 Shepardôs in print has already been completely eliminated at the law libraries at 

Lewis and Clark Law School in Portland and the University of Oregon Law Library in 

Eugene. 

 

 Law firm libraries in Portland, such as Miller Nash LLP and Schwabe Williamson 

and Wyatt PC, removed their print Shepardôs many years ago. 

 

 In the place of print Shepardôs, lawyers and law students are turning to Keycite on 

Westlaw and Shepardôs on Lexis. 

 

 If a lawyer does not subscribe to Westlaw or Lexis, he or she may purchase a sin-

gle transaction of Keycite for $6.50 and Shepardôs for $7.25. 

 

 As a free alternative, many public university law libraries and government law  

libraries provide free online Keycite and Shepardôs, including: the University of Oregon 

Law Library, Marion County Law Library, Multnomah County Law Library, and the 

State of Oregon Law Library at the Oregon Supreme Court building. 

 

 Casemaker, a legal database offered free to Oregon State Bar 

members, offers an online citator although it does not have the full 

capabilities of online Keycite and Shepardôs. 

 

 If there is one thing that is certain in the changing world of le-

gal research, it is the hastened demise of print Shepardôs. 

SPECIAL REMINDER!  

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE LAPTOPS, COATS, AND OTHER  

PERSONAL ITEMS UNATTENDED IN THE LIBRARY.  
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