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Ttre newly formed Oregon Law Commission, housed at the

Willamette College of t aw, recommends law reform, revision, and
improvement to the Oregon Legislature while providing opportunities
for student involvement in support of the Commission's work. For
more on the Comrnission and on student involvement, see inside this
issue of the Winter Street Law Journa-I.

In this phota, Willalnette L'w
Studmts, Iohtttthnn Cla*, a
ftsearch assistant fat the orc
gon law Canmission, and
Debanh Tnnt, an extem fal
the Orcgon lau Commission,
desctibe thei intol?ement uitll
the Comnksion ta facultV
members earlier this manth.
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ALTERNATIVES TO TRADITIONAL
LBXIS AND WESTLAW

BY MARTHA RENICK

A corrmon scenado unfolds. It is your fust day on your new job your first assignment is to
find an Oregon case quicldy and you reatize that the tems of the educational confacts with Lexis
and Wesda\ l imit your use o[ those sen ices.

Loislaw, Academic Universe and LexisOne, however, arc good altematives. Loislaw and
Academic Uniyerse are available through a subscription at Willamette for ofi students only, but
Lexisone is available to the public at largc.

Loislaw includes cases, statutes and administrative materials at low cost
for lawyers and free to our students.

When using any service, knowing the dates of inclusion and the depth of
covemge for each database is very important. Loisla\tr does not contain the
retrospective case collection of either Lexis or Wesdaw, but it does inclu de U.S
Supreme Court cases ftom 1899 and state cases that reach back 50 to 100 years
deperding on the state.

Loislaw offeff a citation sen'ice called GlobalCite, which searches all of
tbe databases and provides a list of docurnents that cite the document you are
viewing. The results are hlperlinked so you can click and go to the full text of
the cititg case. WARNING: Do not confuse Globalcite with the citation

services Keycite on Westlaw or Shepard's on IJxis. There is no quality control with clobalcite, no
prior case history, and no treatment analyses. It is only an intemal search engine, designed to find
cases with the citation that you enter. Thercforc, use it with caution.

Loislaw is available at our law libmry home page, under "Research - WUCLL Only.,,
Please follow the instructions for rcgistering and check with a reference libradan for the access code.

lexlsOflS
A completely free web based legal research service for

attomeys is called Lexisone, available at our law library home
page under "Other Law Sites."

Leisone offers free access to cases that arc not free on
regular kxis, but the cases only go back five years. Statutes,
administrative materials and law reviews are not included.

LexisOne makes it easy fot attomeys to use a credit card to access enhanced search rcsults
or Shepard's, so keep in mind that the free stuff is bait. Still, the free cases, thousands of free legal
fbrms, and the well designed portal to other free legal databases otr the Intemet make Lexisone a
very useful site for students and for lawyers with tight budgets.

A third alternative to traditional Westlaw and Lexis is Academic
Universe. Available through our home page at "Research-WUCL Orlly,"
Academic Uniyerse is a reformulation of the Lexis Nexis seNice for
marketing to univenities and colleges. It includes the complete databases
of cases that appear in traditional l€xis, and a wealth of secondary
sources as well, including law joumals and general news. Academic Uni-
verse is t}le most comprehensive of the three services listed in this article.
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TECTIIOLOGY IS DR.*,MATIC.ALLY CH.*NAING TTE LJTII/ OFFICET
BYM^RYUNRUfl

We constantly hear how technology, especially the Intemet, is changing legal education

and the law profession. What do these technological changes mean to law students, and what

can they expect in the real world after they leave law school?

To get some insights I spent a day with
Lalean Humphdes, the librarian at the Portland
office of Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt. Schwabe
is one ofthe largest firms in the Nortlwest, with
Oregon offices in Bend and Pordand, as well as
offices in Seattle and Vancouver WA.

Ms. Humphdes does much of her work on
the Web. The firm has an Intranet called
"SchwabeNet," so communication within the firm
is very efficient. Each attomey has a desktop pc,
and some of the litigators have laPtops with dock-
ing stations at their desk. The {irm uses a Novell
network, which will be upgaded to NT by the end
of the year. The attomeys use MS Wold for word
processing and Oudook Excharige for email. The
firm has purchased various products, all available
online to each attomey.

Attoneys at Schwabe use Lexis, including the account software for billing breakdowns'

LaJean indicates that this is handy to check on the efficient use of Lexis by summer clerks.

(lt might be noted that while Schwabe has chosen to go with a flat mte from Irxis, Stoel Rives,

another large Portland fiIm, has a flat late with westlaw.)

Ms. Humphries hacks Oregon bills for the attomeys, using Capital OnRarnp She

tacked about 2000 bills during the last session, and she gives attomeys daily updated reports on

the status ofbills. Ms. Humphries uses OJIN (Oregon Judicial Information Network) and

CouftLink for tracking OreSon cases online.

The firm libmrian welcomes new staff with an odeltation prcgtam' which she does

about three times per year. She assures attendance and attention with a variety of pdzes for

correct answers. (She picks up these freebies from vendols at national and regional

conferences.) Ms. Humphries uses Lexis' Practice Pages to do training/orientation_ As

mentioned, she manages time and billing which is sent to each attomey weekly.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Ms. Humphries indicated that one basic problem with new attomeys is that they are

often unclear on what an assignment actually entails, resulting in time wasted. She suggests

aski[g questions to be clear on the assignment, and finding out the time and money pammeters

Only then should the research begin. According to Ms. Humphries, there has been improvement

in the ability ofnew attomeys to do research, especially elecronic research. Ms. Humphdes

offers writing classes about once a month because some new attomeys are lacking good writing

skills.

Technology has spawned a new phenomenon: the tele-commuting attorney. Several in

the firm arc now in the offlce only occasionally, or not at all. Schwabe has stdct rules for

tele-commuters. Network software must be in place to connect fiom home, and separate office

space is mandatory.

Other changes in the future will be Sreater integratioir of the
many programs attomeys use. Ms. Humphdes envisions the desktop
will provide one stop legal shopping in the next few years. IntraNets
within hrms are expanding quickty and offer secure conrmunication
among the firm's offices. Electronic court filing will also have a huge

impact. This is just emerging in Oregon courts, but has been statutorily
mandated in Colorado and New Jeney. E-filing will dramatically
change the way cases are handled from the beginning of the process

through their conclusion, including automated client intake, online
form preparahon, court calendaring, case status and notlfication.

The lawyer who is proficient in using online souces, able to create online data and

links, and has the flexibility and willingness to use new tools will be the greatest asset to the

orsanization. Law school is the time to leam this.
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BY TI-[I KELLY

The Oregon Law Commission, created by the 1992 Legislative Assembly arld funded
in 2OOO, proposes new or more efective ways of administering the lav/, eliminating defects,
ard consolidating, codirying or revising the law.

Members of the Conrrnission include the ChiefJusuce of the Oregon Supreme Court,
the Attorney General, lawyers, legislators, and the deans or representatives of the tlrree
Oregon law schools, including la\i/ professors. From Willametti, professor Hans Linde and
Dean Sjameon Slmeonides act as Coirmissioners.

The Oregon Law Comnission has a unique relationshiD with the Willamette
Universiq/ College of I-aw. In addiuon to tl-�e iommission being housed at Willamette.
many of the corruriissioners. officers. staff arrd studenl assisLalris are from the Willarnette
University College of Law.

Dave Kenagr, Willamette Law School's Associate Dean for
Adninistiation, acts as the Comrnission's Executive Director.
Michelle Mhoon, a '97 graduate of Willarnette ColleAe of Law and
Shirley Cunler. an adminislralive assislanl al the l,aw school,
perform as the Commission's Assistant to the Executive Dtector
and the Commission's Adninistrative Assistant, respectively.

Subject areas under study by the Or.egon Law Conunission
include: conflict of laws, juvenile code revision, spousal elective
shai'es, judgments and garnishments, civil rights. the definition of_public body.- Judicial review of govem-e.rr aidonr, and slatules
of limitations.

The Conllict of Laws .work group includes
hofessor James Nafziger, Professor Hans Linde
and Dean SJrmeonides. Dean Sjrrneonides
also contributes to t]le Elective Shares/
Community Propeity work group.

Pt hred tLefe .fromle.ft to right ue BIU
TaAbr, JndltiatU Cotwi.bsion Counsel,
Mictelle Mlnota, Assisto,].t to the
Executbe Dtecbr, JeX C@ter,
Cnl.mbstotle| @d Dote Kenagg,
Executive Dvector-
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WTLLANffiTTE N,AW STLIDENtrS
CON,mv{EN-r ON TItrIR IINVOLVEMENT WXIH T'Em

OREGON n-AW COlv[N,{nSSnON
The Willmette student externs and research assistants for the Oregon lnw Conrmission spoke at a recent Willamette
Law School faculty neeting and made these conments:

''MosI ihtercslingJor ne was an assisnnentfun Haas Lb.te on the owbe6hip ofthe dispute.l9,A0a rear aLd Kemevick renaiB. t
helpe.! psearch the issu. oJ stmdins br indirdBls wnh a non ecoaohic interest. - Deborah Trant. Student Extern.

''In nrworkforthejweaile la|| stuup,l enjated wrnins connents to the les as to chaues of tert Mrl reBons Jot those rulet-
- Johnathan Clark. Research Assistdt

''h was dcitinE ta help JLt legislation, wtite l.eal reports, and neet vith leshlators . "

- Mike Hallinan, Research Assistant

"l 
Jound n insishtfil Md eoorl to pe rcfomfot ate4s of la|| th4t wre not wotki4q. la|| is dJ@di. an.l aot $ati..

- Mike Hamilton, Srudent Extem

''t helped reseat h the issue oJ independent conttuctors related to sdmishnents. md I helped locare oth.t la|| rcfom comission
web sites aroukd the wo d ta odd links to ow website. - Liz Vohldd, Rescdch Assistant

"This ehoLprcces has increased the etposere of WillMette as to &at the stutiehts ahd prof.ssars caa.lo for the CoMissioa.
- Owen Van Flue, Resedch Assistant

''In n t j|o* on the issue oJ jwenite .oun pn.edDe!, I enjoyd conbinins le sal ab.l k sitldtive ski(s ||hile intprori4s hry wntins @d

analttical skilLs at the sane tin,. " - Nicole Brugato, Student Extem

Please visit the Oregon Law Conmission websiie ar www.wlllamette.edu-wucvoregonlawcor nission.

Students may contact Michelle Moon for information on becoming involved with the Oregon Law Commjssjon at:
mmhoon@willmette.edu.

Pictured seated fton the lefr:
Nicole Btugato, Michael Hamihon,
Li z Voh land, Michae I Ha I li@n,
Michelle Mhoon, and Prcfessor


