iMovie in a Nutshell

Here, in terse cookbook form, are the steps to creating an iMovie masterpiece:

Import footage from the camera to iMovie:

1. Plug the FireWire connector into camera and computer; turn on camera in VCR mode
2. Open iMovie

3. Set iMovie Mode switch to Camera Mode

4. Use Playback controls to view footage in iMovie monitor

5. Click the Import button when you want to start capturing footage.  Don’t try to cut it too close; you can always trim excess later

6. iMovie can automatically detect breaks in recording and capture separate clips (Preferences)

Building your movie:

1. Set iMovie Mode switch to Edit Mode

2. Set iMovie Viewer button to Clip Viewer
3. Drag clips from the Clip Pane to the Clip Viewer, positioning them where you want them to appear.  To save a copy in the Clip Pane, hold down the Option key while you drag.
4. To change the order of clips, drag a clip to a new location.  

5. Select multiple adjacent clips using Shift+Click on first and last clip

6. Select multiple non-adjacent clips using Control+Click on desired clips
Viewing your movie:

1. View entire movie or selected clip(s) at normal speed (~30 frames/second) using the playback controls.

2. Select a clip and press right and left arrow keys to move frame by frame

Editing your movie:
1. Trim clips by selecting frames and deleting them: 

· Select a clip from the viewer.  Drag the crop markers under the scrubber bar in the iMovie monitor window to mark the first and last frames you want to remove.  Press Delete or Edit>Clear to trim the selected frames (yellow in the scrubber bar).

2. Crop clips by selecting frames that you want to keep:

· Select a clip from the viewer.  Drag the right crop marker to the last frame you want to keep.  Drag the left crop marker to the first frame you want to keep.  Choose Edit>Crop to delete the unselected frames (blue in the scrubber bar).

3. Break a clip into 2 parts by splitting:

· Select a clip from the viewer or Clips Plane.  Drag the playhead in the scrubber bar to find the breakpoint frame.  Choose Edit>Split Clip at Playhead.  A new, independent clip appears.
4. Undo any unwanted action by choosing Edit>Undo (or Apple+Z).

5. Deleted and cropped footage can be restored until you empty the iMovie trash.

Editing in the Timeline Viewer:

1. Move the cursor to the end of a clip and it changes to a trim cursor, a vertical bar with horizontal line pointing to the center of the clip.  Dragging toward the center of the clip shortens the clip.  The remaining clips ripple to fill in the empty space. The clip can be extended back to its original size by dragging away from the center (as long as iMovie trash has not been emptied).

2. Grab and drag a clip from the center to move the clip to a different location.  This will leave a gap that can be filled with other footage or left as blank space.
3. Gaps (Black or Color clips) look like empty space in the Timeline Viewer, but show up as clips in the Clip Viewer.  Choose File>Show Info to change color and duration of black clips.
Transitions (use with caution):

1. Open the Transitions Pane (Trans).  Position the playhead between 2 clips.
2. Select a transition and experiment with the settings.

3. Click Preview to see how the settings will look in the iMovie monitor window.

4. Drag the title of the translation to the Clip Viewer, placing it between the two clips.

5. To delete a transition, select the transition icon in the Clip Viewer and press Delete.

6. To edit the transition settings, select the transition icon, modify the settings in the Trans Pane and press the Update button.
Add Still Images (jpeg, etc.):

1. Drag images into the Clip Pane or directly into the Clip Viewer.

2. To set the duration of the clip, double click on the clip and change the value in the Duration box.

Effects (use with caution):

1. Reverse: Advanced>Reverse Clip Direction

2. Speed up and slow down motion using the clip speed slider below the Timeline Viewer.

3. Open the Effects Pane to select video effects.  Select a clip and experiment with the available settings.  Click Apply to render the effect. 
4. To remove video effect, chose Advanced>Restore Clip.

Titles, Credits and Text:

1. Open the Titles pane and select a style from the list

2. Type the text in the text field(s)

3. Choose the font, size and color

4. The Speed slider sets how fast the titles move into and out of the movie; the Pause slider sets how long moving titles hold still on the screen.  The sum of these two is the total duration for the title.

5. Where applicable, the arrow buttons can be used to select the direction of movement

6. To place a title over a black background:

· Select Over Black in the Titles Pane

· Drag the name of the title style to the Clip Viewer and place it where you want it to appear.

7. To place a title over a color background:

· In the Timeline viewer, create a gap where you want to add text by dragging the existing clip to the right

· Change to Clip Viewer and locate the new color clip (black).

· Select the color clip and choose File>Show Info.

· Click the Color box and choose a color for the clip.  Close the Color box and press Set.
· Set up your text but don’t check the Over Black box.  Drag the name of the title style over the color clip in the Clip Viewer.

8. To place text over your own footage, drag the name of the title style over the clip in the Clip Viewer. 
9. Edit text by selecting the title clip, making changes in the Title Pane and click Update

Sound: 

1. Open the Audio Pane.

2. Built-in Sound Effects:
· In the Audio Pane, choose iMovie Sound Effects from the dropdown menu at the top.  A list of built-in sound effects will appear.

· In the Timeline Viewer, drag the desired sound effect into one of the audio tracks.  Adjust position to the correct frame.

3. Sound from CD:

· Insert CD into disc drive.

· Move the playhead to the frame where the music will begin.

· In the Audio Pane, choose CD from the dropdown menu at the top.  A list of CD tracks will appear.

· Select the desired track and click “Place at Playhead.”

4. Sound from iTunes Library (requires at least QuickTime 6.2):

· In the Audio Pane, select iTunes library from the dropdown menu at the top.  A list of your tracks appears.  

· Select the desired track and click “Place at Playhead.”

5. Adding voiceover (requires built-in or external microphone):

· Check for internal microphone in System Preferences>Sound>Input.

· In the Timeline Viewer, drag playhead to the frame where you want to begin recording.

· Open the Audio Pane.

· Click the red Record button and speak clearly into the microphone.  The meter should register in the high green and yellow level; if red, you are speaking too loudly.

· Click the red Stop button to stop recording.

6. Position audio clips by dragging from the center of the clip.

7. Trim audio clips by dragging the end of the clip toward the center

Completing your movie:

1. Export to iDVD: Open the iDVD pane and click “Create iDVD project.”

2. Export for general DVD authoring: Choose File>Share.  Select QuickTime from the toolbar.  Choose “Full Quality DV” from the “Compress movie for” dropdown menu.  Click Share, type in a name and destination and click Save.

3. Exporting for Other Viewing Formats (variations on QuickTime for e-mail, web, etc.): Choose File>Share.  Select QuickTime from the toolbar and choose an option from the “Compress movie for” dropdown menu.  Click Share, type a name and destination and click Save.  Wait while your movie is being compressed and saved.

To extract an audio track from iMovie in WAV format:

1. Edit your movie in iMovie until you have the audio track you want

2. Choose File>Share on the top menu bar

3. Click on the QuickTime toolbar icon

4. Select “Expert setting” on the “Compress movie for…” dropdown menu

5. Click the “Share” button

6. In the next dialog box, select a name and destination for the audio file.

7. In the Export dropdown menu, choose “Sound to Wave”; use the default settings

8. Click “Save”
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