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Study Abroad and Language Learning Strategies

“Those who feel they are making fools of themselves and that they are exploiting their native speaker friends in an unacceptable way, may feel relieved of the bad conscience, at least partly, if they are told that this is not just their individual dilemma: in order to be a wit in a foreign language you have to go through the stage of being a half-wit—there is no other way.”

Peter Harder, “Discourse as Self-Expression-on the Reduced Personality of the 



Second-Language Learner.”

“Indeed, many argue that the essence of one’s personality (i.e., self-conception) emerges from and is refined through communicative interactions with others in society.”


James B. Weaver III, “Personality and Self-Perceptions about Communication”

“Like just talk, talk, talk, and after a while it will get more comfortable…”

Kathy, Spring Semester

-Quotes taken from Study Abroad and Second Language Use: Constructing the Self, by Valerie Pellegrino Aveni-
Resources:

Maximizing Study Abroad: A Student’s Guide to Strategies for Language and Culture Learning and Use


A guidebook on how to learn and use language and culture learning strategies


http://www.carla.umn.edu/maxsa/guides.html


“This guide gave me the opportunity to be much more self-reflective while 

I was studying in Germany. Of course every one who studies abroad 


realizes at some level that they are operating in a different environment, 


facing different challenges and different sources of stress. But the guide 


works through all these new things in a systematic way, which allowed me 

to get a better sense of what was really going on. It provided a context 


larger than simply my own experience for my interactions with a different 


culture. It also contains a lot of valuable insights about language learning. 


Not every part of the guide will speak to every student, but it contains 


much that will be of use to anyone who studies abroad.”
Molly Zahn - Study abroad
student in Germany 
LLC website: http://www.willamette.edu/wits/llc
Willamette Abroad: http://willamette.edu/wits/llc/abroad/
Willamette World News: http://blog.willamette.edu/centers/llc/worldnews/
