SPRING 2007 SYLLABUS

Willamette University

ANTH 344-01 
Medical Anthropology
Class: MWF 10:20-11:20 -- Eaton Hall 211
Service Learning: Monday 3:00-4:50 -- Eaton Hall 307
Professor: Joyce Millen, PhD, MPH
Office: Eaton Hall 418  -  Office Phone: 503-370-6593

Office Hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 2:00-3:00 pm and by appointment
email: jmillen@willamette.edu
Anthropology is the holistic study of humans—past, present and future.  The discipline comprises several branches or sub-disciplines, including physical anthropology, linguistics, archeology, and sociocultural anthropology. 
Medical anthropology is a dynamic, relatively new area within the parent discipline of anthropology. It is the study of health, illness and healing across the range of human societies and over the course of human experience. Medical anthropology integrates both biological and cultural processes, providing a nexus between physical and sociocultural anthropology. 
Course Goals and Objectives: 

This course is designed to introduce the major themes, theoretical approaches, and methodological concerns of medical anthropology today. Due to the broad topical scope of the sub-discipline, the course will not be, indeed cannot be, comprehensive. However, by the end of the semester, students should be able to identify and define key concepts and distinguish several major theoretical approaches in medical anthropology. They should also have a very good understanding of how people in different cultures and social groups define and explain the causes of illness, and how responses to illness fit into broader ecological, biological, social, political, and economic contexts.  By the end of the course, students also will have gained an understanding of how social forces become embodied as pathologies and how specific local and global events influence health and disease among different populations. 

The first several weeks of the semester will be devoted to learning the major themes, terms, concepts, theoretical approaches, and epistemological challenges of medical anthropology. Thereafter we will endeavor to render more tangible what we are learning by reading and analyzing two ethnographic case studies. The first study deals with a chronic disorder and the medical challenges faced by a refugee family in California. The second study concerns an infectious disease and the plight of indigenous peoples in Venezuela.  
In addition to completing the regular work and readings for this course, students will partake in an exciting service learning research project in conjunction with the Marion County Health Department. Working in teams, students will conduct basic qualitative and quantitative research among Marion County’s most vulnerable populations. The aim of this research is to assess levels of emergency preparedness among vulnerable populations and collect data the Health Department needs to better prepare the county for emergencies, such as a pandemic influenza outbreak, earthquake, or other natural or human-made disaster. On Monday, April 23 each research team will formally present their collective findings to the Marion County Health Department Working Group on Emergency Preparedness. 
Required Texts: 
· Exploring Medical Anthropology, 2nd Edition
       
Donald Joralemon. Boston: Pearson Education, Inc., 2006.
· Health and Healing in Comparative Perspective

Elizabeth Whitaker, Editor. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2006.
· The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures


Anne Fadiman. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1999.
· Stories in the Time of Cholera: Racial Profiling During a Medical Nightmare


Charles L. Briggs and Clara Mantini-Briggs. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003.
Grades will be calculated on a 100-point scale.  

A)
Class Participation and In-Class Assignments-     
 5% of grade

Class periods will begin with lectures on new material and will conclude with 
structured 
discussions based on readings for the day. Several mini, in-class assignments will be given 
throughout the course. These assignments are not listed in syllabus.
B)  Five Section Quizzes (10% each)

-
50% of grade

In-class quizzes will assess your understanding of key terms, themes, theories and concepts 
presented in lectures and garnered from the readings. Quiz formats will vary. 
C)  Service Learning Research Journal 

-
 5% of grade 


You will be required to keep and to submit an organized notebook containing a descriptive 
journal of your research efforts and a compilation of the data you collect in the course of 
your research.
D)  Key Findings Research Paper 

-
15% of grade 

This 6-8 page paper will be the final written component of your service learning research 
project. Specific instructions will be handed out in class.

E)
Group Presentation to Health Department
-
10% of grade  

This is your individual participation in the preparation and delivery of your research group’s 
formal presentation to the Marion County Health Department. Your presentation grade will be 
based in part on an evaluation of your peers.   
F)  Final Quiz




-
15% of grade


Essay questions based chiefly on last book, Stories in the Time of Cholera. 


NOTE:
To receive a passing grade for this course, you must complete all assignments and take all quizzes. I will not accept late papers or electronic versions of assignments. I will not be able to offer make-up quizzes except under exceptional circumstances. Legitimate reasons for absence must be presented to me in writing. 
Please do not hesitate to come see me to discuss any concerns you may have about your success in this course, including any disabilities for which you may require accommodation.
Course Schedule

Introduction to Medical Anthropology

Monday January 15

Course Introduction and Service Learning Logistics 
Wednesday January 17

What’s So Cultural about Disease?  




Reading:  Joralemon Chapter 1

Friday January 19

Cultural Meaning and Explanations of Illness




Reading:  Whitaker Chapter 26
Monday January 22

Class: 
Anthropological Methods and Questions in the Study of 



Sickness and Healing




Reading:  Joralemon Chapter 2




Service Learning Project:  3-5 pm

· Health Department Intern Orientation

· Overview of Vulnerable Populations Research Project





Venue:  
Marion County Health Department






   
3180 Center St NE  Salem, OR 97301 






Wednesday January 24

Introduction to Comparative Analysis




Reading:  Whitaker Chapter 2
Friday January 26

QUIZ  I




Health and Medical Traditions





Reading:  Whitaker Chapter 3


Medical Anthropological Theory

Monday January 29

Evolutionary and Ecological Perspectives 




Readings:  Joralemon Chapter 3




Service Learning Project: 3-5 pm

· Entire class to develop research plan and schedule

· Division into teams, Team work

Wednesday January 31

Biocultural Approaches




Reading: Whitaker Chapter 12

Friday February 2

Evolution and the Origins of Disease




Reading:  Whitaker Chapter 16

Monday February 5

Critical and Interpretive Views









Reading:  Joralemon Chapter 4




Service Learning Project: 3-5 pm

· Presentations of Team Research Proposals

· Group Feedback




· Film: Healing and the Mind: Mind-Body Connection

Wednesday February 7

The Mindful Body




Reading: Whitaker Chapter 27
Friday February 9

QUIZ  II




Tuberculosis in Political Economic Context




Reading: Whitaker Chapter 34
Healers and the Healing Profession

Monday February 12  

Reading:  Joralemon Chapter 6





Service Learning Project: 3-5 pm

· Team Research Proposals DUE

· Team Consultations with Professor



         

· Film:  Eduardo the Healer (54 minutes)
Wednesday February 14

Doctor-Patient Interactions




Helman Chapter 5 (access through library e-reserves)

Friday February 16

QUIZ III





Reading:  Whitaker Chapter 29





FILM:  Between Two Worlds:The Hmong Shaman in America
Case Study I:  Navigating Between Two Medical Worlds
Monday February 19 

Introduction to The Spirit Catches You
Reading:  Fadiman 3-38




Service Learning Project: 3-5 pm

· Film:  “Becoming American” (59 minutes)

This film documents the adaptation of a Hmong refugee family from northern Laos to life in America. 

Wednesday February 21

Cross Cultural Psychology
Reading:  Fadiman 39-77
Friday February 23

Medical Anthropology and Environmental Health

Reading:  Fadiman 78-118
Monday February 26

Readings: 
Joralemon Chapter 7 






      
Fadiman 119-153




Service Learning Project: 3-5 pm

· Film:  “Soylent Green” (97 minutes)

This is an old, thriller, science-fiction film about a futuristic, overpopulated earth. A must see. 

Wednesday February 28

Reading:  Fadiman 154-180
Friday March 2


Reading:  Fadiman 181-224
Monday March 5

Readings: 
Joraleman Chapter 8






Whitaker   Chapter 55

Wednesday March 7

Reading:  Fadiman  225-249
Friday March 9


QUIZ IV





Reading:  Fadiman 250-288
Global Health and Race and Racism

Monday March 12

The Global Petri Dish





Reading:  Joralemon Chapter 5






Service Learning Project: 3-5 pm




FILM:  “A Closer Walk” About the Global AIDS Pandemic

Wednesday March 14

Global Inequality and the Health of the Poor 




Readings:
Dying For Growth, Chapter 1





     
People’s Health Charter 






     
NEJM- Global Health: The Gates-Buffet Effect 

Friday March 16

No Class – Work on Research Project
Monday March 19

Reading: Whitaker Chapter 39






Service Learning Project: 3-5 pm
Group Research Updates with Pam Heilman, RN, MPH 
Division Director for Public Health, Emergency 
Preparedness Coordinator,Marion County Health Department
Wednesday March 21

Reading: Whitaker Chapter 40
Friday March 23

Quiz V





Reading: Whitaker Chapter 41

March 26-30


Spring Break
Case Study II: Social Reponses to a Disease Outbreak

Monday April 2


Readings:  Briggs, Preface, Introduction and Chapters 1-2

Service Learning Research Project: 3-5

· FILM:  “Outbreak” (128 minutes)
Wednesday April 4

Reading:  Briggs Chapter 3-4
Friday April 6


Reading:  Briggs Chapter 5
Monday April 9


Reading:  Briggs Chapter 6




Service Learning Research Project: 3-5





DUE:  Service Learning Research Journals




Team Consultations with Professor 
Wednesday April 11

Reading:  Briggs Chapter 7
Friday April 13


DUE IN CLASS: Key Findings Research Paper




Readings: Briggs Chapters 8

Monday April 16

Reading:  Briggs Chapter  9





Service Learning Project: 3-5 pm




TRIAL RUN: Public Presentation of Research Findings

Wednesday April 18

SSRD - NO CLASS  

Friday April 20


Reading: Briggs Chapter 10
Monday April 23

NO CLASS: Prepare Presentation




Service Learning Project: 3-5 pm



****
Public Presentation of Research Findings  ****
Wednesday April 25

The Role of Statistics/ Course evaluation




Reading: Briggs Chapter 11
Friday April 27


Reading: Briggs Chapter 12-13




Course wrap-up

Monday April 30

Final QUIZ 

A few parting pearls for you to ponder:

“Excellence is to do a common thing in an uncommon way.”

Booker T. Washington

“The true test of a first-rate mind is the ability to hold two contradictory ideas at the same time.”

F. Scott Fitzgerald

“Mistakes are the portals of discover.”

James Joyce

Have a wonderful summer.

Good luck 
seniors!
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